Tt is a fot swmmer evening in late June ot early July. There is a faint trace of fumidity in the ait, but
a cool breeze 5@?/2’[515@5&%0, evee 5o KW, which é@mf&w it, 50 as not to be 04/&2/7 070/02@551‘/1/@, %%W%
wwm&m%%@@ﬂmm %e;@o&@%mo/%ga/m;m%&w;m%wum e leaves on
%g;éaée@ a&/am{f/w&;ofa/a‘é%/aa/z{/ﬂ’wn&/@5%aéféMmé%%ﬁWWKM%@W%&@KMWF
begin ta lengthen, as the sun begins to set, below the viver bluffs. The sweet scent of freshly mown grass is
all about, and the cicadas in the tiees abarverfiave just silenced their hiatter.

A crowd fias gathered around of seated growp of musiciansswith wind instrgpents in ek fand.
%Mm;@m@p M@WMmem/ma/%@Wmmmame/m%mM%eMW
to stop their conversations. A hush falls aver the crowd and the conductor raises fis baton. For a Split
S’eomqﬂcvzéa}a,%mww&w&émmjpfeteﬂfeno@5@%%0%@5%%@50%07/%94%%/@/@#%%
%W&ZW, M%M%W@MGMM/M%Wm/m@Wy/WWaﬁgmc@éo%-
basin. Then the band strikes up a familiate chord and'begins to play apatiiotic ait—pehiaps the national
anthlem ot a stitting maech. Mhe crowd members Mlbm/m {m/@/ singing @W o!@p/pmﬁ their Randt
together, ot tapping their toes in time with the music. And the Band Flaged On.

Photo credit: James Olson

The preceding scene could have taken place anywhere in America in the late 19th or early 20th centuries. Such
concerts as the one just described were commonplace in those days. Unfortunately, in most locations, they are
at best, only a cherished memory of a bygone era. In reality, this slice of Americana still exists in south-central
Minnesota, thanks to the dedicated efforts of the Mankato Elks Band, Mankato Area Municipal Band, and
Mankato Area Community Band. While the names of this single, venerable institution may have changed with
the passage of 100 years, its original purpose remains the same, as when the band was organized in 1922—to
provide quality musical entertainment and enjoyment to its members and audiences alike. In doing so, this
band has preserved a timeless American musical tradition for generations of people to enjoy, acting as musical
ambassadors for the city of Mankato, Minnesota. This is the story of that band as told through primary source
accounts of those who performed in it, newspaper articles, and photographs.
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